| NTRODUCTI ON TO APPALACHI AN STUDI ES ( APST 2060-001)
Fal | Senester 2002:
T, Th: 12:45 p.m-2:05 p. m

| NSTRUCTOR: Ted d son
* Center for Appal achian Studies and Services
War f - Pi ckel Buil ding, Room # 209
Tel ephone # (423) 439-6172

COURSE DESCRI PTI ON:
An interdisciplinary, multi-media introduction to the study of the

Appal achi an region, focusing on the idea of Appalachia in Anerican
and worl d consciousness and on the treatnent of the region in the

social sciences, nedia, literature, and the arts. Thr ough
exam ning Appal achian regional issues and through conparing
Appal achi an people with other cultural groups, we wll explore
problenms of «cultural identity, cultural assunptions, cultural

change, and cul tural mani pul ati on.
COURSE OBJECTI VES:

To exam ne the problens in defining Appal achi a

To trace the evolution of the concept of Appal achia fromthe
seventeenth century to the present

To anal yze treatnment of Appal achia in social sciences, nedia,
literature, and the arts

To define and exam ne such processes as cultural identity,
cul tural assunptions, and cul tural hegenony

To conpare Appal achia with other nountain cultures worl dw de
and wi th mai nstream Anerican culture
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REQUI RED TEXTS:

1. Thom Follow the R ver

2. Arnow, The Dol | maker

3. Gardina, Stormng Heaven

4. Stuart, The Thread That Runs So True

ASSI GNMENTS, EVALUATI ON, STUDENT RESPONSI BI LI TI ES:

1. As a mtter of academic responsibility, each student is
expected to attend class regularly, keep up with reading and
witten assignnents, and contribute to class discussions.
Participation in all class activities is inportant and wll
contribute a portion of the final grade. Lack of participation,
| ack of preparation, and/or irregular attendance could factor
negatively in grade conputation

2. Each student will take five quizzes during the term covering
readi ng assignnents, class discussions, lectures, filns, etc.
These quizzes will not necessarily be announced ahead of tine, so

students shoul d keep up with their various class assignnents.



3. Each student will wite three short (2 typed pages) reaction
papers to assigned readings, nedia presentations, or guest
| ectures.

4. Each student will keep a journal. Sone topics will be assigned
by the instructor, other topics wll be the choice of the student.

5. Each student will conplete a term project on a selected topic
worked out in consultation with the instructor. Term projects can
be multi-nedia, but all projects nust include a witten conponent
of no less than 6 pages (typed and doubl e-spaced).

6. Each student wll present to the rest of the class an oral
report based on his/her term project.

7. Each student will take a conprehensive final exam

Coursework will be evaluated according to the distribution listed
bel ow:.
Reaction papers (3) 15%
M d-term exam 15%
Term proj ect 25%
Jour nal s 5%
Fi nal exam 25%
Oral report 5%
Parti ci pation 10%
100%

COURSE SCHEDULE

I ntroduction to the Appal achi an region

Probl ens of defining Appal achi a

Native Anmericans in Appal achia: The Cherokee experience
Early European perceptions of the region

Appal achia as frontier: wlderness vs. civilization
Appal achi a, Romanticism and Local Col or

I ndustrialization of the region

Mer chandi zi ng t he nount ai neer

Mass culture in the nountains

Appal achia and the culture of poverty

Struggl e and resistance in Appal achi a

Appal achian identity and cul tural hegenony

Cont enporary Appal achi a

Cultural pluralismin Appal achi a

Appal achia in a gl obal context

NOTE: Qur daily and weekly schedules will be discussed during
class neetings. It is each student's responsibility to obtain this
i nformation through regul ar class attendance.



